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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 3 recites the limitation "said print control client" in the body of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

4. The claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

5. Claims 29 and 30 are seemingly a patentable process, however, it is in reality seeking 
patent protection of the computer program in the abstract as evidenced by claim 31. 

6. Claim 32 is seemingly a patentable process, however, it is in reality seeking patent 
protection of the computer program in the abstract as evidenced by claim 33. 

7. Claims 31 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The computer program code claimed is merely a set of 
instructions per se. Since the computer program code is merely a set of instructions not 
embodied on a computer readable medium to realize the computer program functionality, the 
claimed subject matter is non-statutory. The current claim language uses "including", which 
does not necessarily mean store, encoded, or embodied. See MPEP § 2106 IV.B.l. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 1-12, 14-18 and 29-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kumada (US 2001/0012396 Al). 

Regarding claim 1: Kumada discloses acquire from said client (Fig. 23, network terminal 20) 
data relating to actual colors printed by a printer (color patch, par. 181 and par. 186-1 87) 
associated with said client (Fig. 23, network terminal 20), create said color matching information 
(pars. 198 and 199) based on said data relating to actual colors printed (color patch, par. 181 and 
par. 1 86-1 87) and data relating to said prescribed standard colors that effectively describes said 
prescribed standard colors (par. 175), and send the color matching information to said client (Fig. 
23, network terminal 20), thereby allowing said client (Fig. 23, network terminal 20) to use said 
color matching information (pars. 198 and 199) to convert said color data to said prescribed 
standard colors (par. 175)(pars. 198 and 199). 

Regarding claim 2: Kumada discloses send to a server (Fig. 23, network server 40) the data of 
actual colors printed by a printer (color patch, par. 181 and par. 186-187) associated with said 
client (Fig. 23, network terminal 20) in the environment of said client (Fig. 23, network terminal 
20), acquire color matching information (pars. 198 and 199) for said actual colors from said 
server (Fig. 23, network server 40), wherein said color matching information (pars. 198 and 199) 
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permits reproduction of prescribed standard colors (par. 175) and is determined based on said 
data relating to actual colors printed (color patch, par. 181 and par. 186-187) and data relating to 
said prescribed standard colors (par. 175) that effectively describes said prescribed standard 
colors (par. 175), thereby allowing said client (Fig. 23, network terminal 20) to use said color 
matching information (pars. 198 and 199) to convert said color data to said prescribed standard 
colors (par. 175), and convert color data based on said color matching information (pars. 198 and 
1 99) to said prescribed standard colors (par. 1 75) (Figs. 25-29) (pars. 1 84- 1 99). 
Regarding claim 3: Kumada discloses a measured data acquiring component capable of 
acquiring the measured data of the image for colorimetry having a plurality of tones (par. 181) 
for each of said printing colorants (color patch, par. 181) which is printed by said print control 
client (Fig. 23, network printer 50), a color matching information (pars. 198 and 199) creating 
component capable of creating said color matching information (pars. 198 and 199) based on the 
measured data of the image for colorimetry (par. 181) for said individual printing colorants and 
the measured data of said standard colors corresponding to the printing colorants which have 
previously been acquired (par. 181), and a color matching information (pars. 198 and 199) output 
component capable of outputting the color matching information (pars. 198 and 199). 
Regarding claim 4: Kumada discloses a colorimetry image print controller (Fig. 23, network 
terminal 20) capable of controlling the printing of images for colorimetry (color patch, par. 181) 
with a plurality of tones for each of said printing colorants to determine measured data 
(measured data, par. 181), a receiver/sender (Fig. 23, network 30) capable of receiving the 
measured data (measured data, par. 181) of the images and sending it to said print control server 
(Fig. 23, network server 40), an acquiring component capable of acquiring said matching color 
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information (pars. 198 and 199) from said print control server (Fig. 23, network server 40), and a 
convertor (Fig. 23, network server 40) (Fig. 25) capable of converting said print data into said 
color data based on said color matching information (pars. 198 and 199). 
Regarding claim 5: Kumada satisfies all the elements of claim 3. Kumada further discloses 
wherein the measured data (measured data, par. 181) of said print control client (Fig. 23, network 
printer 50) is lightness data of the image for colorimetry (color patch, par. 181) with a plurality 
of tones for each of said printing colorants (color patch, par. 181). 

Regarding claim 6: Kumada satisfies all the elements of claim 4. Kumada further discloses 
wherein the measured data (measured data, par. 181) of said image for colorimetry is lightness 
data (color patch, par. 181) and said receiver/sender (Fig. 23, network 30) receives the input of 
the lightness data (color patch, par. 181) of the image for colorimetry and sends it to said print 
control server (Fig. 23, network server 40). 

Regarding claim 7: Kumada discloses a colorimetry image print controller (Fig. 23, network 
terminal 20) capable of controlling the printing of colorimetry images (color patch, par. 181) 
with a plurality of tones for each of said printing colorants (color patch, par. 1 8 1 ); a lightness 
data receiver/sender (Fig. 23, network 30) capable of receiving the input of the lightness data of 
said colorimetry image (color patch, par. 1 81) and sending it to said print control server (Fig. 23, 
network server 40); and a color matching information acquisition component (Figs. 25-29) 
capable of acquiring said color matching information (pars. 198 and 199) from said print control 
server (Fig. 23, network server 40); a standard color lightness data storing region (Fig. 23, 
calibration profile storage unit 43) in which is stored the lightness data of said standard color 
(Fig. 23, calibration profile storage unit 43); a lightness data acquisition component (Fig. 23, 
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densitometer 70) capable of acquiring lightness data of the colorimetry image (color patch, par. 
181) for each of said printing colorants (color patch, par. 181) which is printed by said print 
control client (Fig. 23, network printer 50); a color matching information (pars. 198 and 199) 
creating component capable of creating said color matching information (pars. 198 and 199) 
based on the lightness data of the colorimetry image (color patch, par. 181) for each of said 
printing colorants (CMYK) and the lightness data of said standard colors corresponding to the 
printing colorants (color patch, par. 181); and a color matching information output component 
(Figs. 27-29 and par. 199) capable of outputting to said print control client (Fig. 23, network 
printer 50) the color matching information (pars. 198 and 199). 

Regarding claim 8: Kumada satisfies all the elements of claim 7. Kumada further discloses an 
image data sending component (Fig. 23, network terminal 10) capable of acquiring image data 
from an image capturing equipment (Fig. 23, scanner 60) to capture image data of an image for 
colorimetry (color patch, par. 181) and sending it to said print control server (Fig. 23, network 
server 40), and said lightness acquisition component (Fig. 23, densitometer 70) converts the 
image data entered from said print control client (Fig. 23, network printer 50) into the lightness 
data (color patch, par. 181), thereby acquiring the lightness data of said image for colorimetry 
(color patch, par. 181). 

Regarding claim 9: Kumada satisfies all the elements of claim 8. Kumada further discloses 
wherein said image capturing equipment is a scanner (Fig. 23, scanner 60). 
Regarding claim 10: Kumada satisfies all the elements of claim 7. Kumada further discloses 
wherein said color matching information (pars. 198 and 199) is a tone value correction table 
(Fig. 21) which makes the tone value of the color data converted from said print data correspond 
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to the tone value for color reproduction to match said standard color with printing colorants 
(CMYK) corresponding to said color data (Fig. 21 and par. 175). 

Regarding claim 11: Kumada satisfies all the elements of claim 7. Kumada further discloses 
wherein said color matching information (pars. 198 and 199) is provided in the form of color 
conversion table in which the relation between input and output is corrected (Fig. 21 and par. 
175). . 

Regarding claim 12: Kumada discloses said first print control client (Fig. 23 5 network terminal 
10) comprising a standard color lightness data sending component (Fig. 23, monitor description 
information storage unit 1 1 and printer description information storage unit 12) capable of 
receiving the input of the lightness data of said standard colors (Fig. 23, scanner 60 and 
densitometer 70) and sending to said print control server (Fig. 23, network server 40) the 
lightness data of standard colors which has been entered (par. 1 80-1 82); said print control server 
(Fig. 23, network server 40) comprising a standard color lightness data storing component (Fig. 
23, CMM storage unit 41) capable of storing in said standard color lightness data storing region 
(Fig. 23, CMM storage unit 41) the lightness data of said standard colors which is entered from 
said first print control client (Fig. 23, network terminal. 10); and wherein said color matching 
information output component (Fig. 23, network terminal 10) outputs to said second print control 
client (Fig. 23, network terminal 20) said color matching information which has been created 
based on the lightness data of said standard colors entered from said first print control client (Fig. 
23, network terminal 10) (par. 181 and pars. 198-199). 

Regarding claim 14: Kumada satisfies all the elements of claim 7. Kumada further discloses 
wherein said print control client (Fig. 23, network terminal 10) has an identification information 
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sending component (Fig. 23, printer description information storage unit 12) capable of acquiring 
the identification information of the equipment (par. 180) which reproduces colors with said 
printing colorants (CMYK) and sending it to said print control server (Fig. 23, network server 
40), and said color matching information creating component (Fig. 23, network server 40) is 
capable of creating said color matching information based on the lightness data of said standard 
colors (color patch, par. 181) corresponding to the identification information entered from said 
print control client (Fig. 23, network terminal 10). 

Regarding claim 15: The structural elements of apparatus claim 3 perform all of the steps of 
method claim 15. Thus, claim 15 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of 
claim 3. 

Regarding claim 16: Arguments analogous to those stated in the rejection of claim 3 are 
applicable. A computer readable medium storing a print control computer program code is 
inherently taught as evidenced by network server 40 (which contains a CPU, a RAM, a hard disk 
and the like, par. 181) and various memories stored therein. 

Regarding claim 17: Kumada discloses a communicating component (Fig. 23, network 30) 
capable of transmission and reception of data through a communication line (network 
connection); a read color data acquisition component capable of acquiring through said 
communication line (network connection) the read color data obtained by reading with a 
prescribed image input device (Fig. 23, scanner 60) the color charts (color patch) printed by a 
specific printing device (Fig. 23, network printer 50 and par. 186) based on prescribed print color 
data (Figs. 25-26); a color character description data acquisition component (Fig. 23, network 
server 40) capable of acquiring through a prescribed interface (network connection) the color 
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character description data (Fig. 23, monitor description information storage unit 1 1 and printer 
description information storage unit 12) to match the print color data of the image input device 
with the prescribed standard color space coordinate values (Fig. 23, network server 40); a profile 
data creating component (Fig. 23, network server 40) capable of creating the profile data 
defining correspondence between the printed color data and the prescribed standard color space 
coordinate values by matching the read color data with the standard color space coordinate value 
with reference to the color character description data (Fig. 23, profile storage unit 42) (par. 181); 
and a profile data output (Fig. 23, network server 40) capable of outputting through the 
communication line (network connection) the thus created profile data (Fig. 28) (pars. 198-220). 
Regarding claim 18: Kumada discloses a color chart print demand receiving component (Fig. 
23, network terminal 10) capable of receiving a demand to print a prescribed color chart (color 
patch) by said printing device (Fig. 23, network printer 50) (Fig. 25); a printing control 
component (Fig. 23, network server 40) capable of controlling the print execution by said 
printing device (Fig. 23, network printer 50) based on a prescribed printing color data in 
compliance with the printing demand from said color chart print demand receiving component 
(Fig. 23, network terminal 10); a color chart reading demand receiving component (Fig. 23, 
network terminal 10) capable of receiving a demand to read by said image input device (Fig. 23, 
scanner 60) the color chart printed in accordance with the control effectively provided by said 
print control component (Fig. 23, network server 40); an image input device control component 
(Fig. 23, network terminal 10) capable of controlling said image input device (Fig. 23, scanner 
60) in compliance with the read demand from said color chart reading demand receiving 
component (Fig. 23, network terminal 10) and acquiring the read color data of said color chart 
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(color patch); a color character description data acquisition component (Fig. 23, network 
terminal 10) for controlling said image input device (Fig. 23, scanner 60) and acquiring the color 
character description data previously stored in said image input device (Fig. 23, scanner 60), said 
data matching the read color data with the prescribed standard color space coordinate value and 
being measured (Fig. 23, densitometer 70) for the individual input image devices (pars. 181- 
199); a communication component (Fig. 23, network 30) capable of transmission and reception 
of data through a communication line (network connection); a data output component (Fig. 23, 
network terminal 10) capable of outputting said printing color data (color patch), said read color 
data (Fig. 23, scanner 60 and densitometer 70), and said color character description data (Fig. 23, 
monitor description information storage unit 1 1 and printer description information storage unit 
12) through said communication component (Fig. 23, network 30); and a profile data acquisition 
component (Fig. 23, network terminal 10) capable of acquiring the profile data of the printing 
device (from network server 40) through said communication component (Fig. 23, network 30) 
(pars. 178-197). 

Regarding claim 29: The structural elements of claim 31 perform all of the steps of method 
claim 29. Thus, claim 29 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 3 1 . 
Regarding claim 30: Kumada satisfies all the elements of claim 29. Kumada further discloses 
wherein said method is performed by a server (Fig. 23, network server 40). 
Regarding claim 31: Arguments analogous to those stated in the rejection of claim 1 are 
applicable. A computer readable medium including computer program code is inherently taught 
as evidenced by network server 40 (which contains a CPU, a RAM, a hard disk and the like, par. 
181) and various memories stored therein. 
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Regarding claim 32: The structural elements of claim 33 perform all of the steps of method 
claim 32. Thus, claim 32 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 33. 
Regarding claim 33: Arguments analogous to those stated in the rejection of claim 2 are 
applicable. A computer readable medium including computer program code is inherently taught 
as evidenced by network server 40 (which contains a CPU, a RAM, a hard disk and the like, par. 
181) and various memories stored therein. 

Regarding claim 34: Kumada satisfies all the elements of claim 7. Kumada further discloses 
wherein said print control client (Fig. 23, network terminal 10) prints said colorimetry image 
(color patch) for each of the printing colorants (color patch) by using said colorimetry image 
print control component (Fig. 23, network terminal 10), receives the input of the lightness data of 
said colorimetry image (color patch) by said lightness data sending component (Fig. 23, network 
30), and sends it to said print control component (Fig. 23, network server 40); and wherein said 
print control server (Fig. 23, network server 40) receives the lightness data from said print 
control client (Fig. 23, network terminal 30) by said lightness data acquisition component (Fig. 
23, network 30), creates the color matching information by using said color matching 
information creating component (Fig. 23, network server 40) based on the lightness data and said 
lightness data stored in said standard color lightness data storing region (Fig. 23, CMM storage 
unit 41), and sends the created color matching information to said print control component (Fig. 
23, network terminal 10) by said color matching information output component (Fig. 23, network 
server 40) (pars. 1 98- 1 99 and Figs. 25-29). 

Regarding claim 35: Kumada satisfies all the elements of claim 34. Kumada further discloses 
wherein said print control client (Fig. 23, network terminal 10) further acquires said color 
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matching information from said print control server (Fig. 23, network server 40) by said color 
matching information acquisition (Figs. 25-29), and converts said print data into said color data 
based on the color matching information (pars. 198-199). 



10. Claim 13 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 
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